Key molecular events during host cell invasion by Apicomplexan pathogens.
The ability of Apicomplexan parasites to invade host cells is key to their survival and pathogenesis. Plasmodium and Toxoplasma parasites share common mechanisms for invasion of host cells. Secretion of microneme and rhoptry proteins, tight junction formation and assembly of an acto-myosin motor are key steps for successful invasion by both parasites. Here, we review our understanding of the molecular basis for these steps.